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By Nell Curley
The Commons

NEWFANEÑVincent 
Panel la says he is 
Òlucky enough to have 
a foot in two worldsÓ as 
a writer.

His grandfather 
came over from Sicily in the 
1900s, and Panella grew up in 
Queens in New York. He was 
an avid reader.

ÒA lot of books inspired my 
writing,Ó Panella says. ÒI read a 
lot of pulp fiction and Westerns. 
I first started writing when I was 
19, an engineering student in 
college, and I found I didnÕt like 
[engineering.] I wrote my first 
novel when I was in the Army 
at 23. It was all about teenage 

frustrations. It was so bad that 
I burned it up.Ó

When writing the first story in 
Lost Hearts, Panella drew on the 
theme of a conflict between fa -
ther and son, as well as the rea-
sons his grandfather left Sicily 
to live in America.

ÒSicily is geographically a 
very inspiring place. But for my 
grandfather, [Sicily] represented 
nothing but poverty.Ó

The stories in Lost Hearts 
cover such events as the for-
mation of a teen gang, the mur -
der of a Sicilian manÕs father, 
and a brother who decides to 
get revenge on his sisterÕs boy-
friend in the style of the Mad 
Bomber. The unifying charac -
ter is Charlie Marino, who has 
ties to different characters in 

each story.
Ò[The stories] are written 

separately, linked by charac-
ters. From beginning to end, the 
stories are connected. ThereÕs 
a theme of growing up and 
growing old. These are stories 
that came from strong obses-
sive detail work for me. It was 
[originally] just a group of sto -
ries, and then I realized I could 
put [them] together in a collec -
tive whole.Ó

On his website, Panella de-
scribes his fiction as Òrooted in 
time and place. I need to know 
where my characters are lo-
cated, and when they exist in 
real time. My characters are 
made up of people IÕve known, 
have briefly met, or simply ob -
served from a distance.Ó

Panella enjoys reading novels 
that have a Òhistorical sweep,Ó 
like War and Peace. He has iden-
tified as an outside observer for 
most of his life, and this has 
contributed strongly to his writ -
ing style.

ÒI always felt like IÕve been 
in two worlds, and it made me 
feel different Ñ it gives you an 
impetus to express yourself. It 
can be painful or funny, but itÕs 
worth preserving. I was always 
an outsider, which is really a gift. 
Seeing things from the outside 
gives you a chance to write from 
the [perspective of the] outside.Ó

Panella says heÕs tried re-
cording events in journals, but 
that itÕs not as satisfying as fic-
tion writing.

Newfane writer releases new short story collection
lost hearts
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Newfane writer Vincent 
Panella and his new book, 
Lost Hearts.

By Joyce Marcel
The Commons

BR A T T L E B O R O Ñ
Imagine a corridor of 
art and music centered 
around the Connecticut 
River, Flat Street and 
the Whetstone Brook 

in Brattleboro.
A waterfront park, perhaps. A 

museum at either end. Theaters 
offering plays, movies, classical 
music and circus arts. An open 
studio where people can watch 
glass being blown and art ce-
ramics being made. A hotel with 
four movie theaters attached, one 
showing Metropolitan Opera 
performances live in HD. A 
high-end large new food mar -
ket. Bars and restaurants filling 
out the scene.

It may sound like a dream, 
but it is a dream that is already 
coming true.

Some parts are already in 
place. The Brattleboro Museum 
and Art Center is flourishing 
with a year-round schedule of 
shows, lectures and classes.

A c r o s s  Ò M a l f u n c t i o n 
Junction,Ó the renovated Art 
Deco L atchis Hotel Ñ motto: 
ÒItÕs artful. ItÕs downtown.Ó Ñ 
has been on Main Street since 
1938. It has about 30 rooms and 
suites, many decorated with the 
work of local artists, and houses 
a pub and a restaurant.

It also hosts the L atchis 
Theatre, which has four movie 
screens, including the only big 
screen in town, and a brand new 
jewel-box of a theater that can 
handle independent films, con -
certs and plays. The big stage 
hosts a number of live perfor -
mances each year. And the op-
era broadcasts start in October.

Next door to the L atchis is 
the Wilder Block, a combi -
nation of commercial space 

and apartments which the 
Windham Housing Trust ren -
ovated for $2.9 million after a 
fire in December 2004 gutted 
the building. It now houses the 
River Gallery School Ñ a non -
profit art school for children and 
adults Ñ a wine shop and eight 
apartments.

Around the corner on Flat 
Street, the New England Youth 
Theater broke ground with 
clowns, hard hats and red sponge 

been an active 175-seat theater 
since 2007, with costume and 
scenery workshops, classrooms 
and rehearsal space. About 25 
people work there either full or 
part time.

And up the road a bit Ñ 
turning the arts corridor into 
a Miracle Mile Ñ is the Estey 
Organ Museum on Birge Street.

All these institutions are al -
ready in place. 

Construction 
projects

Then there are several projects 
that have already started or are 
being readied for construction.

I d e a s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e 
Connecticut River waterfront 
behind U nion Station and the 
museum are currently being so -
licited from the general public 
under the auspices of The Center 
for Creative Solutions.

In front of the museum, the 
intersection of Canal, Main and 
Vernon streets Ñ not so affec -
tionally known as Òmalfunction 
junctionÓ Ñ will soon be re -
vamped by the Vermont Agency 
of Transportation.

Across the intersection, con -
struction has begun on the new 
Brattleboro Food Co-op, a $8.9 
million, 14,589-square-foot 
food store, deli and cafe that 
will anchor lower Main Street. 
It already has a bridge over the 

Whetstone to Flat Street. Above 
the store, the Windham Housing 
Trust is putting in two floors of 
affordable rental apartments. 

Glass and 
ceramics

U p on Flat Street, monthly 
discussions have been held for 
the past three years on how 
best to develop an Òarts cam-
pusÓ with the NEYT as its an -
chor. These discussions have 
included the Brattleboro Music 
Center, FulcrumArts and the 
New England Center for Circus 
Arts (NECCA).

Currently, NECCA and the 
two partners of FulcrumArts, 
glassblower Randi Solin and art 
ceramist Natalie Blake, all have 
studios in the business incubator 
at the Cotton Mill.

Solin and Blake want to own 
a building where they can each 
have studios, demonstrate their 
work to the public, hold classes 
and house a gallery.

ÒA lot of our peers who are 
doing really well in this economy 
have their own galleries-slash-
viewing arenas,Ó Blake said. 
ÒThe viewing arena, especially 
for glassblowers, is a huge draw. 
Glassblowing Ñ you canÕt take 
your eyes off it. ItÕs fire and itÕs 
moving and thereÕs always three 
people working on it, and itÕs or-
ange and itÕs beautiful."

Many tourists and second 
home owners pass through 
Brattleboro, often with their 
families, and this would be an in -
teresting destination, Blake said.

ÒMy studio will be viewable 
as well,Ó Blake said. ÒWeÕll have 
two functioning studios and 
maybe have other artists around. 
But Randi being a glassblower is 
the essential yummy component. 
And of course, having a gallery is 
because youÕre so excited about 

An ‘arts corridor’ 

takes shape in 

Brattleboro

Putting it
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Natalie Blake of FulcrumArts works on a ceramic piece.
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Randi Solin of FulcrumArts works on a glass piece. SEE CORRIDOR, PAGE 10

 SEE PANELLA, PAGE 10



SPORTS & RECREATION
Colonels, Terriers open football season

D i ckÕsD i ckÕs
LOCK REPAIRLOCK REPAIR

 RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
 • Bonded &  Insured
 • Mobile Lock Service
 • Store Front Door Closer
 • Safes - Sales &  Service
 • Locks - Sold &  Repaired 

 254-8533
 356 S. Main • Brattleboro, VT

FOR 
RENT:
Deluxe

1 Bedroom 
Apartment
Near Exit 3

Quiet 
Country Road

Available 
10/15

$900/month
802-254-2531

Heating Oil, Kerosene,
Plumbing & Heating Sales & Service

Solar Hot Water Systems

800-287-6095

DOWNTOWN 
SELF STORAGE

River  
Garden

157 Main St., Brattleboro, VT

Indoor, lighted, heated, secure

Many sizes from $50Ð$250

Call 802-257-4886 ext. 1

HELP WANTED
Commonwealth Dairy is Hiring!
We are looking to fill the following positions. We will only be reviewing 
applications for the positions listed below during the timeframe listed:

Dairy Plant Production Supervisor/Production Manager
When:  NOW

All Plant Operations Positions
When:  OCTOBER/NOVEMBER

Including:  Equipment Operators, Production Planning, Shipping & Receiving/Forklift Operator, etc

Office Staff 
When:  DECEMBER

Including:  AP/AR, Admin/Customer Service, etc

If interested please submit your resume, DURING THE ABOVE REFERENCED TIMEFRAME THAT 
CORRESPONDS TO THE POSITION YOU ARE APPLYING FOR:

By E-­mail-­  Resume and cover letter to the Vermont Dept. of Labor at:   
Labor-­VJL.Brattleboro@state.vt.us

By regular mail-­  Commonwealth Dairy c/o Vermont Department of Labor, 
PO Box 920, 232 Main Street, Brattleboro, VT  05301

For further descriptions of the open jobs with Commonwealth Dairy please go to: 
https://www.vermontjoblink.com

Brattleboro

T he Brattleboro 
Colonels football 
team opened the 
2010 season with a 

28-14 loss at Burlington on 
Friday night.

Brattleboro had no way to 
stop Burlington tailback Austin 
Dober, who had 30 carries for 
210 yards and all four of the 
SeahorsesÕ touchdowns.

It was 14-14 at the half, as 
Brattleboro got its touchdowns 
on a 20-yard run by Elliot 
Gragen and a seven-yard run 
by quarterback Nate Forrett.

Forrett led the ColonelsÕ 
ground game with 138 yards 
on 17 carries and completed 5 
of 10 passes for 81 yards. Ivan 
Jackson ran for 74 yards on 15 

on 10 carries.
The Colonels play their 

home opener on Sept. 10 un -
der the lights at Natowich 
Field against BFA-St. Albans. 
Kickoff is at 7 p.m. 

  The Bellows Falls Terriers 
opened the season at home 
with a 27-12 loss to the Moriah 
Central Vikings of Port Henry, 
N.Y., at Hadley Field on 
Saturday.

The Vikings were a tough 
opponent to open against. 
TheyÕve made to the champi-
onship game in their division 
in New York for three straight 
years. On the other hand, since 
this was a non-league game, it 
gave the Terriers a good mea-
suring stick to see where they 
at.

Ryan Hayward ran for 78 
yards in 10 carries to lead 
Bellows Falls, while Will 
Bourne had had four catches 
for 41 yards. Quarterback 
Jeremy Kilburn connected with 
tight end Brendan Hackett 
for BFÕs first touchdown, and 
later scored on a 3-yard run to 
give the Terriers a 12-7 lead at 
the half. After that, it was all 
Moriah.

BF travels to Rutland this 
Saturday to face Mount St. 
Joseph in their first league 
game of the season. 

mile ride
  The Brattleboro section of 

the Green Mountain Club will 
hold its annual 200-mile bike 
trip that will run nearly the en -
tire length of Vermont on Sept. 
11 and 12.

This trip is for experienced 
cyclists and starts near the 

Canadian border in North 
Strafford, N.H., and will cover 
both sides of the Connecticut 
River as riders make their way 
to Brattleboro.

Extreme outdoors enthusi -
ast Joe Cook, who is also the 
president of the Putney Bicycle 
Club, will lead the trip. He cur -
rently is on a quest to bike over 
every paved road in Vermont 
and has biked the length of the 
state in one day.

Reservations are required 
for transportation in North 
Strafford on Sept. 10 and over -
night accommodations in 
North Strafford and the Sept. 
11 overnight stop in Orford, 
N.H. Contact Cook at 802-

jfcook3@gmail.com. 

Tour de Grace 
benefits hospital

  If you want a shorter, less 
extreme bike ride, Grace 
Cottage Hospital will pres -
ent the sixth Annual Tour de 
Grace bicycle rally, which helps 
raise money for patient care at 
the hospital, on Saturday, Sept. 
11.

The tour is on a 19-mile, 
mostly downhill course. Riders 
begin at the Stratton Resort 
Base Lodge parking lot any -
time between 8 and 10:30 a.m. 
and finish at Grace Cottage 
on Route 35 in Townshend. 
The route is well marked, with 
maps available at the starting 
point. Buses will transport rid -
ers and bikes back to Stratton.

Volunteers will be stationed 
along the route to provide free 
beverages and snacks. Free 
T-shirts will be given to the 
first 100 riders who sign up at 
www.gracecottage.org or by phone 

Riders under 12 years old 
must ride with an adult, and 
helmets are required for all rid -
ers. Dirt road tires are recom -
mended. The entry fee is $25, 
and riders are also encouraged 
to obtain pledges to support 
the hospital.

Visit 
www.gracecottage.org/events/ for a 
route description and registra -
tion and pledge forms. These 
forms will also be available 
the morning of the race at the 

DOUG M AC PHEE /SPECIA L TO  THE  COMMONS

Brattleboro running back Nate Forrett (21) is 
sandwiched by a pair of Burlington defenders during 
their game Friday night in Burlington. 

163 High Street, Brattleboro, Vermont 05301
(802) 257-1335 ¥ (800) 452-0233 ¥ fax: (802) 257-1337

Erich Hoyer, President ¥ Angela Sherman, Office Manager
Christine Lewis, Broker ¥ David Putnam, Realtor

Kristen Ziter Taylor, Realtor

Visit Our Web Site: www.BrattleboroAreaRealty.com

Voted Greater Brattleboro’s 
Best Real Estate Office

8th Year Running! by Market Survey of America

JUST LISTED. This lovely landmark nine room, five bedroom, one and 
a half bath, Victorian has all the old charm, stained glass, and a tower to 
boot! Owner has restored much of the woodwork, removed the horse hair 
plaster and sheet rocked most of the rooms. Some updates are still waiting 
to be done, but such a wonderful find if you are looking for vintage. Lots 
of plantings, old lilacs, fruit trees, and gardens. 
EXCLUSIVE   $225,000 MLS #4020842

NEW LISTING. Walking distance to downtown. Very nice historic 11 
room, four bedroom, two bath, Victorian with beautiful built-ins, original 
woodwork, oak and maple flooring, large rooms, deep closets, fireplace 
and much more! One family could love this four plus bedroom, two bath 
home or have capability to turn into a two family. 
EXCLUSIVE $199,000   MLS #4021170

BRATTLEBORO PASTORAL
COUNSELING CENTER

A non-sectarian, non-proÞt organization dedicated to making
therapeutic services available & affordable for all.

We accept most insurance plans including Medicaid and Medicare.

No one is turned away for lack of insurance coverage
or due to a limited ability to pay a private fee.

FOR AN APPOINTMENT CONTACT US AT:
802-254-9071 or bpccvt@gmail.com

JOHN PENFIELDÕS

BRATTLEBORO TIRE
558 Putney Road Brattleboro

254-5411
Locally Owned For Over 35 Years!

VT State Inspection Blue #10 Due Now

LUBE, OIL & FILTER
$2222 + $225

env. fee

Most cars.
Up to 5 qts. 10W-30

Special Oil & 
Filters Extra.

WHEEL
ALIGNMENT

$1000 OFF

$1000 OFF

AIR CONDITIONING 
SERVICE

$500 OFF

VERMONT STATE 
INSPECTION

Regular
Price

!"#$%&'()!*$')"$)+,-&')./0*(').1*,/*2/&)*%)3")!"'%4

Assurance Tires 
BUY 3, GET 1 FREE

Other brands also available

!""#$%&'"$
(%)$(*"'+,*-.(%)$/%-',*-$

"0$1%&2+34$5"6&'7

BE A BIG
!"##$%&'(((!)))*+,%-'.$%+',&'%/0+%1")1$.
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Commercial/Residential
FREE ESTIMATES

Septic Systems
Utility & Road Construction

General Sitework
David Manning

103 Frost Place, Brattleboro, VT

 802-258-3962

 AND ASPHALT 
 PAVING, TAR 

 & STONE

 Commercial/Residential

 Book Your
 Paving Projects

 NOW!

TAR & STONE DRIVEWAYS
ASPHALT DRIVEWAYS 

& WALKS
ASPHALT, CONCRETE & 

GRANITE CURBING

Book Your
Paving 

Projects

NOW!

BASKETS BOOKSTORE

Used Paperback Books

All Books As Priced
With This Ad (Exp. 9/15/10)25% OFF

Coming to 
MARLBORO COLLEGE

Information
 802-451-7151

Marlboro College
Marlboro, Vermont
www.marlboro.edu

A lecture by 
Anthony Aveni, professor of 
astronomy & anthropology 

at  Colgate University 

Monday, September 13 
7:00 pm

Ragle Hall, Serkin Center

copies of AveniÕs book will be
 available for sale after the lecture

Free & open to the public

119 Main St., Brattleboro  
802-258-2211 

www.mysteryonmain.com

By Randolph T. Holhut
The Commons

BRATT LEBOROÑWhen it 
comes to learning about a busi -
ness from the ground up, L isa 
Lorimer has definitely been there 
and done that.

As a 21-year-old in 1982, she 
took a job as an assistant dis-
tribution manager with a small 
wholesale bakery on a dirt road 
in Guilford called Innisfree 
Farm, after the W.B. Yeats 
poem.

She arrived just as Innisfree 
Farm was switching over from 
making organic cookies to bak -
ing organic whole wheat bread. 
From one mixer and one pizza 
oven, Innisfree quickly grew and 
Lorimer played a big role in that 
growth spurt.

But after five years, L orimer 
thought she had learned enough 
that she was set to buy a small 
bakery in western Massachusetts. 
She was ready to leave Innisfree, 
but instead, the company came 
back to her with a counteroffer to 
buy out one of the three owners.

Innisfree ultimately became 
the Vermont Bread Company, 
Lorimer eventually became the 

controlling partner, and the com -
pany grew into the largest pro -
ducer of all-natural, premium, 
and certified organic breads 
and muffins in the Northeastern 
United States.

The whole life cycle of busi -
ness Ñ from the first job, to 
building a company into the 
largest woman-owned manufac -
turing firm in Vermont, to man -
aging and maintaining growth as 
its CEO, to cashing out Ñ is the 
story of the last three decades of 
LorimerÕs life.

SheÕll talk about those lessons 
on Sunday, Sept. 12, at 1 p.m., 
at Union Institute & UniversityÕs 
Brattleboro Academic Center, 3 
University Way on Old Guilford 
Road at VABEC.

Lorimer recently co-authored 
a book with Birkenstock founder 
Margot Fraser, Dealing with the 
Tough Stuff: Practical Wisdom for 
Running a Values-Driven Business. 
The book features true stories 
about the real pitfalls of running 
a business and outlines struggles 
faced by business leaders.

ÒWe just told the truth,Ó said 
L orimer, who graduated from 
U I& U  in 1993. ÒWhen youÕre 
running a small business, you 

can get tied up in your experi -
ences and forget that there are 
others going through the same 
thing. The point of the book was 
to make the whole process of be-
ing an entrepreneur more acces-
sible to people and that itÕs not 
hard to start a business as long 
as you can find the right people 
to help you.Ó

L orimer, 49, was already a 
successful entrepreneur when 
she began her degree program 
at U I& U, and she is passionate 
about the education she received.

ÒMy experience was transfor-
mational,Ó said Lorimer. ÒI had 
a chance to study and go deep 
and find my voice as a writer. 
The book never would have hap -
pened without it.Ó

Lorimer sold her share of the 
business to CharterHouse Group 
Inc., a New York-based private 
equity firm, in 2004. She said she 
remains a significant investor and 
board member of the successor 
company, Charter Baking, which 
merged Vermont Bread with 
three other organic and natural 
bakeries to create the nationÕs 
largest manufacturer of natural 
and organic baked goods.

At the time she sold Vermont 

Bread, it was doing about $20 
million in annual sales from its 
plant on Cotton Mill Hill in 
Brattleboro. L orimer said she 
was getting burned-out running 
the business Òand that is not a 
healthy place to be in when run -
ning a business.Ó

She also said she discovered 
that it was hard to run a small, 
stand-alone company in a field 
that was becoming dominated 

by bigger companies.
ÒI couldnÕt do the things I 

wanted to do, simply because 
Vermont Bread wasnÕt big 
enough,Ó she said. ÒAt the same 
time, I didnÕt want to sell to 
anyone who could not guaran -
tee that the jobs would stay in 
Brattleboro. ThatÕs why I stayed 
on the board after the sale. Now, 
we have more people working in 
Brattleboro than we did when I 

was the owner, and the plant is 
producing more bread.Ó

After graduating from UI& U, 
L orimer later completed the 
three-year Owner President 
Management  Program at 
Harvard Business School. She 
is also an alumna of the Vermont 
Leadership InstituteÕs inaugural 

a faculty member.
L or imer  a lso serves on 

the Board of Directors of 
the Vermont Communi ty 
Foundation and the Snelling 
Center for Government at the 
U niversity of Vermont. She 
served as a delegate to the 1995 
White House Conference on 
Small Business, where she 
served on the Research Advisory 
Committee for the Peace & 
Justice CenterÕs Vermont Job 
Gap Study Basic Needs and 
L ivable Wage report in 1998.

The Sept. 12 event, which 
is free and open to the pub -
l ic,  wi l l  also feature door 
prizes and a chance to win an 
Amazon Kindle. For more in -
formation and to RSVP, con -
tact the Brattleboro Center at 
brattleborocenter@myunion.edu or 
802-257-9411.

COURTESY  PHOTO

Together with Margot Fraser, right, founder and 
former CEO of Birkenstock USA, Lisa Lorimer wrote 
“Dealing with the Tough Stuff: Practical Wisdom for 
Running a Values-Driven Business.”

Lessons learned the hard way
Former Vermont Bread CEO Lisa Lorimer to speak about small business issueswhat you see that you want to 

buy something."
Solin and Blake have spent 

the past three years working on 
plans to restore the Brattleboro 
Machine Works building on the 
NEYT campus, but their work 
ended abruptly when the build -
ing was declared a brownfield.

A brownfield, according to the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, is Òreal property, the ex-
pansion redevelopment or reuse 
of which may be complicated by 
the presence or potential pres-
ence of a hazardous substance, 
pollutant or contaminant.Ó In 
2009, the agency gave the NEYT 
a $200,000 grant to cleanup an -
other brownfield site on its cam -
pus, Tri-State Automotive.

Solin and Blake had to give 
back their grant money and stop 
the project.

ÒThat you canÕt use the build-
ing youÕve been studying for 
three years is a travesty,Ó Blake 
said. ÒBut the universe has some-
thing else in mind and weÕre 
opening our hearts to what that 
is. Now weÕre looking at build-
ings downtown, including the 
L ivery Building barn on the 
NEYT property. Our draw is 
still the arts campus, which weÕve 
worked so hard on." 

Music on 

The Brattleboro Music Center 
is eying the C.F. Church building 
on Flat Street, which backs onto 
the NEYT property. Formerly a 

factory, it was once made Church 
toilet seats Ñ their motto: ÒThe 
best seat in the house.Ó

According to its current plans, 
the BMC will keeping the occu -
pied commercial space as it is, 
renovate what is now a ware-
house and put up a new build -
ing with offices and classrooms. 
It also envisions a new 300-seat 
theater for performances.

Currently the BMC is in -
volved in creative fundrais -
ing. For example, violinmaker 
Doug Cox has created a copy of 
the 1717 ÒGarielÓ Stradivarius 
owned by BMC co-artistic ad -
visor, violinist and conductor 
Jaime Laredo.

ÒDoug has graciously agreed 
to donate the proceeds from the 
sale of this instrument, which 
has a retail value of $25,000, to 
support the BMCÕs fundraising 
for its new home,Ó says the BMC 
Web site. ÒIt is an exquisite in-
strument! Jaime Laredo writes: 
ÔI have been a great admirer of 
Douglas CoxÕs work for many 
years. I actually own one of his 
violins, which I love and play 
very often. I was thrilled when 
he wanted to make a copy of my 
Strad, and I had a chance to see 
it and play a few notes on it the 
day after it was finished. I think 
it turned out marvelously; it is 
a stunning-looking violin and I 
look forward to spending a little 
time playing it this summer.Õ"

The BMC points out that the 
buyer can take a tax deduction, 
because of their nonprofit status.

 Corridor FROM  PAGE 1

ÒI keep a journal, and what 
I write gradually morphs into 
stories. Fiction is trying to 
bring things to life that could 
be lost. Real life can be too 
boring or too complex to write 
about, so you have to give it 
some form.Ó

Panella is currently working 
on a novel about a murder in a 
QueensÕ schoolyard, which is 
also based on real events.

ÒThe novel is about mem-
ory and accepting the past. 
ItÕs about history. ThatÕs kind 
of the backbone of all my 
writing.Ó

Panella claims that he espe-
cially loves to read about the 
lives of authors. ÒI like to read 
about the way they write, and 
see what their lives are like. I 
can identify with them.Ó   

 Panella FROM  PAGE 1

ÒFor whatever reason you pur-
chase the violin, you will have the 
satisfaction of knowing you have 
helped the BMC,Ó says the Web 
site. ÒThatÕs innovative giving!Ó 

And the circus will 
come to town

NECCA has been involved 
in campus discussions since 
they began, but fundraising for 
a permanent home is still in the 
infant stage.

ÒOur plans are a little bit 
fluid,Ó said Elsie Smith, an aeri-
alist who, along with her twin 
sister Serenity Smith Forchion, 
has performed all over the world. 
The twins settled in Brattleboro 
in 2003 and began creating their 
circus school right after that; to -
day it is rapidly expanding and 
drawing more and more peo -
ple to the area to live, work and 
study. About 30 people are com -
ing soon for a nine-month pro -
fessional development program. 
And NECCA now employs a 
staff of 12.

ÒAnd about half of them make 
their complete living teaching 
and performing circus,Ó Smith 
said.

Eventually, the twinsÕ goal is 
Òto build a custom circus build -
ing in Brattleboro, and to pro -
mote the perpetuity of the school 
for the public beyond its depen -
dence on its founders,Ó accord-
ing to their Web site.

But right now, the sisters 
are content to work behind the 
scenes.

ÒAs FulcrumArts and the 
Brattleboro Music Center morph 
and adjust, we may morph and 
adjust too,Ó Smith said. ÒWeÕre 
mostly putting our efforts into 
helping them get established."

NECCA already uses the 
NEYT for some performances 
and training, and hopes to also 
rent the BMCÕs 30-foot-high 
theater when it is built. In the 
meantime, it has expanded to a 
second floor of studio space at 
the Cotton Mill.

ÒWeÕve been able to add a 
room for massage therapy and 
one for gyrotonics, which is a 
machine-based and floor-based 

update on Pilates that was origi -
nally created for dancers,Ó Smith 
said. ÒWe recently got a grant 
from the Vermont Community 
Fund to buy a German Wheel, 
which is a competition sport in 
Europe and a circus act in the 
U .S. and Canada. I became a 
certified instructor on it and we 
debuted our duo act at the Arial 
Dance Festival in Boulder, Colo. 
All our classes for it here are al -
ready full.Ó

In addition to drawing pro -
fessional circus performers to 
the area, NECCA is also draw -
ing conventions. In September, 
it will host the American Youth 
Circus Organization, which pro -
motes teaching circus arts to 
young people. Between 40 and 
80 people will be coming for the 
conference.

ÒThe organization was started 
in part by Kevin and Erin 
OÕKeefe of Circus Minimus,Ó 
Smith said. ÒThey came to take a 
workshop with us and fell in love 
with a house in Brattleboro. So 
they bought it. Now they share 
their time between here, New 
York and Hawaii.Ó

In November, NECCA will 
hold a circus workshop weekend 
that will draw another 40 or 50 
people to the area.

ÒAs the economy has setbacks, 
the date for our own building on 
the arts campus is a moving tar-
get,Ó Smith said. ÒWeÕre hop-
ing that Fulcrum will open next 
year, and maybe the BMC, too. 
For ours, weÕre looking at three 
to five years down the road. Add 
in the museums, the Latchis, the 
waterfront and the Food Co-op 
and itÕs starting to look like an 
incredible opportunity for the 
town. So weÕve been very busy 
working hard to make all this 
happen. And when itÕs all done, 
IÕm going to scream.Ó

This story is part of an occasional 
series on the complicated and grow-
ing relationship between the arts 
and the local economy.

Music
  

 
Twilight Music presents an 
evening of indie/pop/folk from 
Northampton and Brattleboro 
with Winterpills and singer/song -
writer Clayton Sabine at Hooker-
Dunham Theater & Gallery on 
Friday, Sept. 10 at 8 p.m.

With three CDs and a soon-
to-be-released EP ÒTuxedo of 
Ashes,Ó Philip Price (vocals, acous-
tic guitar, piano, keyboards), Flora 
Reed (vocals, keyboards), Dennis 
Crommett (vocals, electric gui -
tar), Brian Akey (bass) and Dave 
Hower (drums, shaken things) 
maintain their signature chamber-
indie ambience while exploring 
new grounds sonically and lyrically 
Ñ dense rockers balanced by quiet 
hymns, and an overall diversity in 
instruments and textures. All of 
this backs the wandering words of 
songwriter Philip Price.

Songwriter and singer Clayton 
Sabine has been performing in 
the area for a decade, as a solo 
act, front man of his original folk-
rock quintet and as a member of 
the vocal harmony trio Relative 
Strangers. With vocals that have 
been described as Òpowerful and 
intimate,Ó and lyrics rich with wit 
and pathos, Sabine has developed 
a devoted following in the area. 
Guitarist Aaron Chesley will ac -
company Sabine for this concert.

Hooker-Dunham Theater & 
Gallery is located at 139 Main 
St. in downtown Brattleboro. 

Tickets for this show are $14 
General/$12 Students and Seniors. 
For ticket reservations and in -

For more information, visit 
www.winterpills.com, www.claytonsabine.com 
and www.twilightmusic.org.

Musicians 
and music lovers can discover new 
power in their music and enhance 
the quality of their lives and their 
work during a weekend of sound 
exploration workshops, Sept. 10 to 
12, at Mahalo Art Center in West 
Brattleboro.

The experiential, introduc -
tory workshops can be taken as 
a whole-weekend unit or per ses-
sion. Musicians, teachers, healers 
and serious music lovers can take 
the workshops to learn how to use 
sound healing for themselves and 
others. Participants may bring in -
struments, and the workshops will 
include time outdoors and by the 
water as well as inside the Mahalo, 
a space built with special acoustics 
for sound healing, musical explo -
ration and performances.

Luz Elena Morey Ñ a transper -
sonal psychotherapist, sound 
healer, teacher and performer of 
original and international folk 
music Ñ will lead the sessions. 
For more information about the 
workshops, or to register, contact 
her luzelenamorey@gmail.com or call 
802-254-1310.

 
On Monday, Sept. 13, at 7:15 p.m. 
at the River Garden in Brattleboro, 
the Windham Orchestra will hold 

A R T S  N O T E B O O K

Winterpills will appear at the Hooker-Dunham 
Theater and Gallery.

warmth and religious syncretism 
of Brazilians.Ó

According to director Susan 
Dedell, the piece is immediately 
evocative, deeply emotional, and 
pulses with vitality. Singers inter -
ested in joining the Concert Choir 
may contact Dedell at 802-348-
7735 or info@bmcvt.org. For more 
information about the Brattleboro 
Concert Choir, visit www.bmcvt.org.

 Hugh Keelan, L isa 
Ferrigno, Dr. Aaron I. Hilbun 
and Jamie Macdonald will lead 
three days of instrumental ensem-
ble work culminating in a concert 

Open Music Collective at Cotton 
Mill, musicians of all ages and 
backgrounds will meet for the first 
time, read through and rehearse 
ensemble and solo pieces from 
classical and other traditions.

A faculty with world-class cre -
dentials in strings, pedagogy, 
woodwind, jazz, symphony, choral, 
composition and music will lead, 
mentor, collaborate and perform, 
bringing rich and diverse perspec -
tives to the ensemble experience 

from 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at OMC.
L unch, learning and listening 

are all included in prices begin -
ning at $100 for this very unusual 
classical exploration and Òhappen-
ing.Ó Call 802 275-5054 or visit 
info@openmusiccollective.org for 
enrollment and questions.

Musicians from beginner to pro -
fessional will benefit from this ex -
perience. The repertoire, from the 
Baroque to the experimental, will 
be selected based on enrollment. 
Already under consideration are 
works by Darius Milhaud, Antonio 
Vivaldi, John Cage, Kurt Weill and 
David Amram, with ambitious, 
gratifying and challenging works 
that are alike attractive to students 

an early point in their musical jour -
ney and to seasoned performers. 

Performing 
arts

  
Mahalo 

Art Center, 972 Western Ave., 
in Brattleboro, seeks spirited 
performers ages 5 to adult for 
its November production of 
ÒGathering in Gratitude.Ó

The pageant includes live mu -
sic, dance and magical narratives 
created by the cast. Auditions are 
not required. After-school work -
shops will begin Monday, Sept. 
13, and the performance will 
take place on the weekend before 
Thanksgiving.

Inspired by an ancient Iroquois 
practice, ÒGathering in GratitudeÓ 
offers a unique and family-cen -
tered theatrical experience inspired 
by the natural world and co-cre -
ated by children, teens, adults and 
elders. This year, student interns 
from Marlboro College will col -
laborate on the production.

The annual performance 
bene f i t s  Pro jec t  Feed  the 
Thousands. There is a fee for 
the workshops, but barter ar -
rangements and scholarships 
are available. For more informa -
tion, visit www.MahaloArtCenter.com 
or contact L uz Elena Morey at 
802-254-1310. 

Visual arts
  

Brooks Memorial Library: 
The Brooks Memorial L ibrary in 
Brattleboro now has five passes 
available to get you and your fam -
ily into area museums for free.

All passes are kept at the main 
circulation desk. Just check out 
the pass on your library card and 
present the pass at the museum 
for free entry.

The passes are good for the 
ECHO L ake Aquarium and 
Science Center in Burlington, the 
Brattleboro Museum & Art Center, 
The Eric Carle Museum of Picture 
Book Art in Amherst, Mass., 
MASS MoCA (Massachusetts 
Museum of Contemporary Art) 
in North Adams, Mass., and the 
Norman Rockwell Museum in 
Stockbridge, Mass.

For more information, contact 
the library at 802-254-5290, ext. 0. 

Film
  

On Saturday, Sept. 11, at 
7 p.m., Brattleboro Arts Initiative 
will bring the Talking Heads con -
cert movie, Stop Making Sense, to 
the Latchis Theatre. Tickets will 
be $10 at the door.

The film was released in 1984, 

a Òget acquaintedÓ rehearsal for all 
area musicians to make music and 
socialize with one another.

The rehearsal will include an 
opportunity to meet and rehearse 
with new music director Hugh 
Keelan and the amateur and 
professional musicians of the 
Windham Orchestra. For local 
musicians, who would like to ex -
perience the feeling of playing with 
a large ensemble, this is an excel-
lent opportunity to Òtry out the 
orchestra.Ó

The evening will include des -
serts and beverages, and FranckÕs 
Symphony in D minor will be re -
hearsed. Musicians are asked to 
RSVP by Sept. 10, so that music 
will be ready for them, by contact -
ing the Brattleboro Music Center 
(802-257-4523 or info@bmcvt.org). 

No auditions are necessary.
F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a -

tion about the orchestra, visit 
www.windhamorchestra.org, or con-
tact the Brattleboro Music Center 
at 802-257-4523, www.bmcvt.org.

 In the spirit of mu -
sical exploration for which the 
Brattleboro Concert Choir is 
well known, the 2010-11 season 
of singing begins on Wednesday, 
Sept. 15, with rehearsals of Carlos 
Pinto FonsecaÕs landmark work, 
the Missa Afro-Brasiliera.

A dynamic work for acapella 
chorus, the Missa Afro-Brasilieria 
won the ÒBest Vocal WorkÓ prize 
of the Associa•Ìo dos Cr“ticos de 
SÌo Paulo. In FonsecaÕs words, 
ÒBrazil means contrast and mix-
ture Ñ the new, side by side with 
the old. In this work, I have tried 
to abolish barriers between sa-
cred, classical, and popular mu -
sic and portray the impulse and 

Stratton Base Lodge parking 
lot. For more information, call 

  The 15th annual ÒWalk, 
Run & RollÓ fundraiser to ben -
efit the Brattleboro Walk-In 
Clinic will be held on Saturday, 
Sept. 18.

The event includes a 5K run, 
a 5K walk, a kidÕs fun run and 
34-mile cycling event. This 
year, the event has a bit of a 
twist. The Walk-In Clinic is 
offering a $100 reward to any 
5K runner that can beat the 
perennial race winner, Bob 
Parks. If more than one run -
ner beats Bob, the individual 
with the best time will be given 
the prize.

The first 50 adult bikers 
and first 50 adult walkers/run -
ners will receive a free race t-
shirt. As in the past years, the 
t-shirt features all new colors 
and this year will feature their 
new race logo. Participants will 
be treated to a great variety of 
prizes from BrattleboroÕs best 
known restaurants, shops and 
retail outlets.

Prizes will be awarded to 
the top finishers in several cat -
egories, as well as randomly 
raffled. All kids participat -
ing in the fun run will receive 
a medal. Refreshments will be 
provided.

Registration will begin this 
year behind the Dunham 
Building in the parking lot 
of Brattleboro Memorial 
Hospital. Bikers will register at 
7 a.m., with a 7:30 a.m. start 
time.

Run, walk and fun run regis -
tration begins at 7:45 a.m.

The fun run event starts at 
8:30 a.m., while the 5K walk 
starts at 8:45 a.m., and the 5K 
run begins at 9 a.m. The walk 
and run events will be pro -
fessionally timed by 3C Race 
productions.

There is a non-refundable 
entry fee of $20 for adults 
(free for youths under 12.) 
Pre-register for this event 
at www.3craceproductions.com. 
More information and en -
try forms are available at 
www.BrattleboroWalkInClinic.com.

All proceeds go to support 
the Walk-In Clinic, a non -
profit organization providing 
free medical and dental care to 
those without health insurance.
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